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SUB J : MFA COMPLAINT ABOUT ARTICLES OF WASHINGTON POST 
CORRESPONDENT MICHAEL GETLER 

1 . RESPONDING TO MFA REQUEST, EMBASSY OFFICER TODAY CALLED 
ON IEREMI CZULINSKI, DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT 
FOR INFORMATION AND CULTURAL AND SCIENTIFIC COOPERATION. 

2. CZULINSKI SAID HE WISHED TO EXPRESS THE MINIS- 
TRY'S DISPLEASURE WITH THE ARTICLES WRITTEN BY WASHING- 
TON POST CORRESPONDENT GETLER. HE CHARACTERIZED GETLER S 
APPROACH AS "...ENTIRELY NEGATIVE, DESPITE THE HELP 

HE GOT FROM ME PERSONALLY AND INTERPRESS." THREE SUB- 
JECTS TREATED BY GETLER WERE SPECIALLY MENTIONED: 

THE FLYING UNIVERSITY, DISSIDENCE, AND POLISH JOKES, OF 
WHICH THE LAST LISTED DREW THE MOST CRITICISM. CZULINSKI 
WENT ON AT GREAT LENGTH ABOUT THE PHENOMENON OF 
POLISH JOKES IN THE UNITED STATES AND SAW GETLER'S 
ARTICLE ON THE SUBJECT, WHICH ALSO APPEARED IN THE 
INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE AS BEING A PARTICU- 
LARLY CHEAP SHOT. HE CONCLUDED HIS PRESEN- 
TATION BY ASKING THE EMBASSY OFFICER TO TRANMIT 
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THE MINISTRY'S DISSATISFACTION TO THE POST AND TO 
GETLER PERSONALLY. 

3. THE EMBASSY OFFICER TOLD CZULINSKI WHY IT WOULD 
NOT BE SENSIBLE FOR THE EMBASSY TO WRITE THE POST 
OR GETLER. HE REPLIED THAT HE KNEW HOW OUR PRESS 
OPERATED AND THAT HE UNDERSTOOD THEREFORE WE COULD 
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NOT WRITE OFFICIALLY, BUT COULDN'T YOU DO IT ON A 
PERSONAL BASIS, HE ASKED. THE EMBASSY OFFICER SAID 
HE WOULD HAVE NO OBJECTION TO PASSING THE MESSAGE 
ALONG THE NEXT TIME GETLER CAME TO WARSAW, BUT THAT 
HE DID NOT WISH TO WRITE ANYTHING EVEN ON A PERSONAL 
BASIS. THE CONVERSATION THEN SHIFTED TO OTHER SUB- 
JECTS, MOSTLY ABOUT CZULINSKI'S BOSS, STEFAN STANIS- 
ZEWSKI, WHO IS SPENDING A MONTH BRUSHING UP HIS ENGLISH 
AT SOME INSTITUTE IN ENGLAND. 

4. COMMENT: CZULINSKI WAS RELAXED AND FRIENDLY, EVEN 
AS HE DELIVERED HIS MESSAGE, SO IT WAS OBVIOUS THAT HE 
WAS ONLY FOLLOWING INSTRUCTIONS. AT THE SAME 
TIME, WE KNOW THE POLISH JOKE ARTICLE HIT MANY 
OFFICIAL POLES WHERE THEY HURT. INTERPRESS 
DIRECTOR WOJCIECHOWSKI.AT LUNCH WITH THE SAME EMBASSY 
OFFICER LAST WEKK, STRONGLY COMPLAINED ABOUT GET- 
LER'S ARTICLE AND SAID HE HAD BEEN CALLED BY MFA 
CHEF DE CABINET ALOJSZY BARTOSZEK WHO ALSO COM- 
PLAINED. 

IT IS IRONIC THAT THE POLES COMPLAIN SO BITTER- 
LY ABOUT THIS ARTICLE, FOR IN EFFECT THEY ARRANGED 
THAT IT BE WRITTEN, DEPARTMENT II DIRECTOR 
SZEWCZYK ASKED THE DCM SEVERAL WEEKS AGO TO TRY 
TO INTEREST SOME AMERICAN JOURNALIST IN WRITING 
AN ARTICLE ABOUT WHAT POLES THOUGHT OF POLISH JOKES 
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IN AMERICAN. END COMMENT. 

SCHAUFELE 
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